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igner Rose Uniacke designed the sofa to fit into the new

co.uk, Cream armchairs in Shire
I en in Oatmea\ 140cm wide,

QOQOB 10, Mlc:reﬁbre. EQ3my
Bart Halpern at Fox Linton,
020 7368 7700, foxlinton.co.uk.

Similar cream armchairs, £1,950

plus 9.5m of fabric, George Smith,

020 7384 1004, georgesmith.




“Rose understood that we did not want the

too much careful matching of paint and fabric”




gt door and pait
 betrzween the living
i the kitchen fas
“ertated a relaxed open-plan feel,
A pairof iestored Anglepoise
lanps adds interest,
Restored Ang
Hilary Batg
hilaryb.




he exterior of Susan and Peter Checketts’
Edwardian house in north Londen looks just as it
did the day it was built. Inside, however, things
: are rather different. The six-bedroom, three-
bathroom home has undergone major refurbishment. “Our
initial priorities,” says Susan, “centred on the needs of our
four young children: Mathilda, nine, Ned, eight, Claudia, five,
and Charlie, three. We opened up the loft to create two
bedrooms and a bathroom, then we re-modelled the ground
floor and installed a new kitchen.”

At the time, Australian-born Susan was working long
hours in human resources and Peter had given up his
accountancy job to look after the children and run the
house. “Although our home was nice we longed for a really
grown-up living space for ourselves that would work with
the children during the day as well as look great at night,”
she says. “I read an article about the designer Rose Uniacke,
who has four children of her own, and thought she would be
perfect to help us pull together the look we wanted.”

Rose works from the shop in Holbein Place in London
that she shares with her mother, Hilary Batstone; and
Susan'’s first visit there was a revelation. “I wanted to buy
everything [ saw,” she says. ‘I loved the unique mix of 1930s
and 1940s pieces — old mirrors, glass and antiques.” She
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Inspired by a bathroom Susan had

she and Rose chose honed Carr

Jor the large basin and Art Deco-

Similar basin, £350, 0B0O0 023 4718, roce

co.uk. Disko tap, £891, Boffi at Alternal
020 7228 6460, alternative-pl

Similar vintage mirror, 1940s mirrol

Howe, 020 7730 7987, howe |of
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: shelving Emd cupboards on either side of the fireplace.
A and Peter had little furniture at that point,
. had a falrly,l;glank canvas to work with. “Rose under-

stood that we did netwant the house to have a conventional
interior-designed look. I dislike too much careful matehing
of paint and fabrig uSan says.

Designer an ent happily shopped together,

gn

that had be 1 built by a previous owner, whxch spoiled the.
Ww was extended and a single garden door
mseplaced wakh g %amed glass

ed the sleek‘..:hmﬁ’hout tl'W‘ﬁsurpnsmgly rich, given that pattern

Ef’z'atlziflg_ down everything from restored radiators to fabrics

__and taps.“Our-bedroom is really special,” Susan says. Here,

mid-green linen was used for the cupbeard doors, with
curtains in a palersilkiand walls papered in a woven grass-
cloth which/has'a sophisticated but cosy feel. The palette

doesmet appear were “Tlove the petrol-blue silk of the
living room curtaing*says Susan.“To me luxury is about fine
materials, craftsmanship and simplicity” From Rose's point
of view, Susan was a great client: “We felt the same about
quality and colour and, for a designer, trustis so important.”
If proof of success is needed, friends agree that the couple
have created the ultimate grown-up, child-friendly home,
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