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Return to the Real?

A youth-oviented survey al PS.1 presents work, much of it politically aware,
by 160 New York Cily artists who have emerged since the millennium

BY ELEANOR HEARTNEY

reiater Mew York 2005 took up resbilence al

P81 juast in tme for the opening of o My
al apring arl Girs in New York City, The ;H.lr]'ﬁl.lrl-
ing exhibition was preceded by a buildap of
expeciations based in part on the [reshness
of the first edition of this show in 2000, Onee
agatn, Lreater how York wos possil as a full-scale
collabomiive effor between the curators of 1°.5.1
and the Museam of Modern A It inclodes more
Lhan 160 artisis =elecied from a |:-m|| of asver
2ANH) sbmissions generated by both professionnl
recommenidations and an open call lor propesils
Tl curaborial team thot selected the final show
Wik 1.'l.-||'||-.l-l:'-J af P81 director Aluiina Heies,
MOMA director Glenn Lowry, P51 corstorial
nibvisor Bobert Nickas, PS5 I curator Amy Smith
stewnrt and MOMA carator Ann Temkin, and
hisaded by Klsus Biesenhach, who 5 a curator i
R TET T e

1 an eqquadly absurdist vedn
i harc Swanson's Kill Moom 3
{eelf portradd as Fetd i kis
tadr ), 20065, Tocked away in Lhe
j:]m-ms.' howels of P5.1's hase-
menl, a furry albind ereatiape
sits under ihe only ilumins
thom, @ sl vandow, ke 1= sur
rosnded by real-loaking dead
hunmies, hanging rats and
seqquined antlers, apparenl evi
dlence of the satislaction of his
prdmeeld appeiites

The hsimar of these st twa
waorks extends (o & pumber of
atherr nnrapstalyic works In
the show, suggesting that com-
ey, fortunniely, has not been
completely varquished by the
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What may we conclade abowt the siate of ant in
New York, al leasi as represented by Lhis show?
Deernll, the work reveals an aliraction 1o the
theatrbcal, a weariness with conceptunl rigor and
& drive townnd nairative, [leas aee broad, bist nod
netessarily deep, and they tenil ta be presented in
an eakily digested form, & tendency compaiible
with & witder culture dominated by soundbites, Fox
“Mews and Hollywood bleckbusters driven by
amnpzing specinl effects. The show suggests thal
artists are connecied fo events in the sutsde
warld buf have Hitle sepse of what o do ahood
them, odher than to crente nriworks that incoma-
rie Ehelr Trustratbaon, rge, apprehension or senss
ol the: nbsumdity of contemporary e,

Seremder Newe York® 2 on piee o PRI Condemperangy
Arl Cenber im Leveg fafiiwal Oily, Qhaeens, Mo, 1350 56

Mare swanson: K Yoop 3 (sell pariesic as Yol i bls lalr ), 5005,
mdved weemium desinllnfion.
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