


frigon WMarch 20045 1ssye 49

Demand the Impossible

Of the generation thal came through art school during the upheavals of May 1968,
John Stezaker has long been intrigued by the power of images. Michacl Bracewel] talks
10 him about fascinatiorn, education, politics and dreaming of bridges

Michael Bracewell: Ty there a defining
stalerneni of intent that eovers vour
CATCCT 45 an artist?

Joho Stezaker: Tro dedicuted to fagcing-
tien — Lo imgyge fascination, a lasvinalivn
fur 1he point at which Uhe image becomes
geli-enelosed and sutenomons. It does 5o
through a weres of processes of disjunction,
Firsl, abwolescence — i Oneding the image

— then various disdivey to estrange or “abinse
it’, i order to bring out that sqenee of the

ayl onomy of the mage. T involvay either an
inversion - culling —or o process that euls it
off frio1m 115 disappearance into Lhe everyday
witld, I'm very oouach a il lower of 3anrice
Blanchot's idras when il comes to image and
faseinatiniy; e sewes It 03 3 RecessaTy series
i ehealhs that the Image bas to go theough
io order Lo Lieeon visible and disconnociecl
Irarm its npdinacy referenl. T don’| koo
whether that's ao ideal, bul T suppose it
cold e a guiding principle.

Do you feel when o' me searching out
the malerials for your work, from char-
ity shops ur second -hand hookshops,
that you are assinning o Form of psychic
responsibiling?

Vi, [elon I'm Lukinyg things vy serinosly
Lhat aren’t usually takin seriansly, And
there is oflen an uwncanny dinersion (o
eolledling images. You go out looking for
one thing, and ¥ou (od the image thal you
really should have been lookduy for and
o realive that vour ego's heen in 1he way.
Pigasso said, 1 don't skarch, T And', and
that's true. The Tuund nage' is o very im-
prrtanl lerm — it°s not an imeage that has re
sulted from 4 search; s mnd, snd that's
much more spantaneons. Tt puts the mage
on equal terms with your owhe gobjectivity;
it has a power that overwhelms oo 1'n
Teaking tor the sublime, it many ways, and
I Lhinn Lhut the uncanwy is a mintature wor-
sion of that.

VYour work is in the tradition of the
fdneur, for whom thers are going to be
oceurtenees in the urban landscape that
chahle o moment of transcemdence,
Absalutely, Yol ear go (or months and
yoears ard pol have those moaments, and
yourvee lust it. But it keeps yon wandering.
lookdng,: “allowing yoursell to eneounter

— Ui shiplel b o word for that. Tt doesnt
imaller whether 1've had the finages arcund
o 1y Licwokeast: far 269 vears when 1 starta
serivs; its inding an fmage ie a bocksliop
that starts a new setivs nl thoughts, Ina
way, what Twanl bp de with a viewer Ls pul
them in that same dazeled stale tha T lirst
encpuntered the linage in. A pood coample,
which started "The Bridpe' series, was from
aroymd 1985 or 1986, [ had this dream in
which I was floating under a bridge. And for
sovme reason i was an incredibly impostant
imaAge, It disturbed me so muwch that T wole
up. Ldon't often have very vivid deeams, so
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Guy Debord’s interest in collage made nie aware of the subversive potenlial of Surrealism
Siluationisnt comes ot of 1ha feadition, as much as any tradition of political resistance.”

wibers sl s D Eeed s b albenkies e
Heme, A i o-kosl s
S Dodngs e o g

el had e
cliadz) I
i dne dmeribaes tlue e ez iverers ul el

bt Rt e come rernera T laetk el

al pmepile s bis, ot lo cegu=elatang, seliva
e e reinenz ber bt s
Jueper wehen ties waers Terpuncrily dewd 1L
O I FT T IR TR PR LI T ] A PRI o

L

ST au st arn st el s il e

CnE Ll e v general conforncite of
e fnezgingd happerings A et
e doral anel el g cparing! ]

T 1,
wvernme o adlh the e e
el sk o brascrsing o inbsee ol s

e peranrz, Tl eavezl o ey

we el e e

kAl — woeee wonl wnder, oo sere sl
st vl Lo
s, woel 2o Lare e velecling e e
Fideaa, Dashendy recieed et By onisrala
[ el bzees oo thems apaide dies: Lol
e ke that 7hos s el onisiake Tt
T veneel pliiag el e ieeny, Whe L

e, e il

maveed s Bk ad ez cpsiele done T el
Sribin W of then, voworsrioesle el
Pzt s ol s relleenn s el el ot ol 2
B! Lol wess caer chenn cpsale sbown, A

Lhse swleslie sozans S0 i ke

ITave v nonkeed Al view or wanling in
alfirm i1 some way what they are netn-
ally Ternpkeing a1 ?

thewnel UL npeosite wonds s e, thisd
preiape il s Ersael Hie Cevioe o
auic kv Thal Theee o b e otz
ene s eeLersa Ut datermmsdisn . nneeg
s, Bneio reatiog i Leen (e oposite
That ol Vv plwgies w210 that thode ik

mivees g aefesIly 5 Te-apeviliv sieeess -

w1 weasc. U oo et Lhenn e o innagta-
A
lex born -l npside d
dizem e il

wlieras em e wnl

vian e Ll

sorne writers banve said v waork ae-
sieulates the classwe Sodernist experis
coved el The ey, Tihink ot Bz Ponod™s
foe The age domanded ao image of (15
aveelerated grimmee

Wiz Pdelire's dilea < tae pree pores,

tlink, 2w s sl

WWhat was your esvn el educalioon®
Twng o e Slosde Sl sl v
nekl gl e T painlice,
aetlzomglr Danep it amo it Lest sear. | ogn-
cevnd snlleee T R, s fiesk secdemis
w1 F Senlven D e st 1= m Fhae Lo aline o

< 1l

aradiae s

it Che paeen [ gave o et was
sty plitical Tavas ol resled e stidlere
presilivs o e s e and wis e prsied e

e st iupist e rrationa o e
Frees, amlthar s el ol wee e fooae
Line, T ooabe o0l veewel eyl veee veell -
racchocE the vtk ol chie 55 nalogisls s

vedominanliy visan s ewperiones

Secing s ne copsfsrad Mg gove e
Paits — zhak Liis e e anal e seas of

i hing alwenzl Pecing anoarlisk But i
shranaely s o menie eonieee, S L one
Tenl Do i LR Jraseing wilh boipn
Lo o Lo ol lues 3w ealertnining Gileas

Lo Cone Tael ol

Whal was e Leawehing LiRe?
W acieheoinie Besod o ek wn Bt
crawing scthoteeh v el e every-

e, i ses Toode gt a glupae of the okl
valihlZshmeenl | live Ladering selal ool
people regarded an snss hing ol @ v
e s e Shelets Fislome, becange we
et el e et aminancg ai
seachars — T stidiend will Wis tensl Waliqeing,
Lrofesaus ol Philoecphr,oonomeellaos e,
b ogrcarne e invn e wirl 2hiosogshy

raarle: s il

Wbzl bz 2y sl g L kisse s tuliore
L= L wels g
Lav ey o relatiaeship etween Tiacbamp

rzl Letsnis Wittaeralein [owes o vory ex-
s T, Bl T also popes s
AN ORI kT u

We e Eoval Gonoe ieleas o AT 100y

wirs ol oo Db nsian &

el il whial we i

vl e mever cgee Sock attec

Wit wns sodamaging aboat 1ga8?2

Poomere disran g ue sl 2l a
o] Lok T e cephinee 0 wilhe W bl

Wil
Aalarnee = anel all these Lo sk
aftor 1ot Then ha:
Frae g ot imtelecluals czmlsed i tae
ST tehiovg b chaT Tivne. ol afhe wisnds
thore v this e pminges s, ol 21 reves

Do ke ams vasaes
thiam Lot oo el il sess conning T beoons

San Girerory for Viaval Peece alien, for

AT .HI'IE".I'iI"_:';

el s

v lb sezne ol the sleas b they Sizestinnizs
Vv Nkl i posretlonlac e Sociidd
da Epezcle was werribb ineporiane |

sirtea b el b de Fromel st Ak o, amd,

Ut b sens nzhliskod Do el o iy,
et ki irberest 1 ocellage nu

al e sulyversive polon il o

MR RTERH R Bl

Surmsaliae
SaThualioe sny cones cnk nl s Traci-
Eocit o ntiels as e teecl o ad peslisiee

[ EA BT



Slere T Cul gy AT lom

art sl b that= Just Grding, aoc Likiog aul
il cireulition?

When vou rnlarge un Image, loss does
Lhis it inwitl the penessses ol vone work?
The cnilvrgrianzt provess s impoctant b
e, gtk Eeenm U Gl thad Tedona™ Bl e
detuchmznt oo The o ginal That's oy
mrabiles it any process: Lam fuscizilil
wilkr the seciminad, 2 like the e Lhab when
pescpele [ovds al s pivie ol mioe on che swll,
thew are bk ab woaok thi wiigat i
erimh e secorg o oeksbioos, ac il
sepriew e s i the seneled, omle something,
has hapspeaiend Lo — <mne aunils Uing,
Hke Terdrge i uzsice doen
relatismahip it B hoeenehenged, [ ke
Ehat i Duey. Gol tiere ane o scaller
Ehain s |l o exnlore: sviirmet vics, tor
Prestanee, Wil can' | e sl et sone Grmoal’
it palab e,

aeil Lhdr
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