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ROBERT HEINECKEN'S THIRD EXHIBITION

AT PETZEL GALLERY

The exhibition will present over twenty-
five pieces spanning the years from 1964
— 1978 and will include photo-based
painting, film transparency, sculpture,
photograms, silver gelatin prints, and
the iconic installation “TV Time
Environment”.

Robert Heinecken (1931 — 2006) is
widely  considered a  significant
forerunner of appropriation art. A self-
described ‘para-photographer’,
Heinecken was interested in how mass-
media was processed and consumed (or,
alternately, how mass media processed
and consumed its viewers with its
“manufactured experience”). He was
indebted to the Surrealist idea of chance
and automatism as well as Barthes’
critique of photographic indexicality.
Both influences run through the

exhibition’s “Figure in Six Sections” (1965) a rare “exquisite corpse” stacked sculpture in which a
silver gelatin print of the back of a standing nude has been adhered to each of the four sides of an
8 12" tall wooden cube cut into six layers, similar in structure to a rubix cube. The layers, which
rotate on an axis, can theoretically make a multiple of composited bodies depending on how the
manipulator turns each layer. At a moment when most artists mandated medium-specificity,
Heinecken renders the photograph as sculptural object, using concepts of play and improvisation

as a means for demonstrating the photograph’s plurality.
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