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“It’s meant to be campy ina
way,” said Person, 27. “1 like to
splash in some humor. If you
can’t see humor in the world *
 around you, we'd all go crazy.”
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Not everyone sees humor in
Fat Man, dropped on Nagasa-

 kion Aug. 9, 1945, near the

end of World War II. About
40,000 people were killed ini-
tially, according to the U.S. De-
partment of Energy.

“It’'s not something we
should put in the closet or cel-

~ ebrate,” Maria Santelli, co-co-

ordinator of the Albuquerque
Center for Peace and Justice,
said of the New Mexico’s con-
nection to nuclear weapons.
“It’s something we should
think of soberly and try to get
rid of.”

As long as the balloon does-
n't glorify nuclear bombs, San-
telli said it’s a good idea.

“If it starts the conversation,
that opens a door for us to face
this in a sober and realistic
way,” Santelli said. “People
should know what goes on
here in New Mexico and that
production still goeson herein
nuclear weapons.’

Person’s goal is to highlight
two dissimilar but important
aspects of New Mexico histo-
ry: nuclear weapons and hot-
air ballooning.

“It’s sort of like a dirty se-
cret,” Person said of the state’s
relationship with the deadly
weapons. “We don’t embrace
it”

Person has been working on
the balloon since December.
He has finished designing it
and hasa company lined up to
build it. The hurdle is finding
enough money to build it in
time for this year’s balloon fi-
esta, which runs from Oct. 6 to
15.

He has about $8,000 toward
the cost of the $50,000 project.
His Web site, at www.
buildthebomb.com, asks for
$10 donations from the pub-
lic.

If he doesn’t get enough to
finish the project, he would
donate the money to arts edu-
cation, Person said.

“This is the biggest under-
taking that I've ever done in
terms of an art piece,” said Per-
son, who works as a commer-
cial artist by day. He has a mas-

- ter’s degree in fine arts from
the University of New Mexico.

Houston Hawkins, a senior

fellow at Los Alamos, says cel-
ebrating the state’s nuclear his-
tory with a Fat Man balloon is
a great idea. He has seen the
design on Person’s Web site.

“It’s a very, very clever de-
sign that captures a lot of the
aspects of New Mexico,” said
Hawkins, who has worked at
the lab since 1988. “I think a
lot of people from Los Alamos
would come down and see it.”

Hawkins’ 86-year-old father
was in the Navy during World
War Il and was stationed on a
minesweeper off the coast of
Japan when Nagasaki and Hi-
roshima were bombed.

His father was set to sweep
the beaches of Japan before a
U.S. invasion, but casualties on
those missions were expected
to be high. The bombings
forced Japan to surrender, and
his father didn’t have to sweep
the beach, Hawkins said.

“It’s part of our history,”
Hawkins said. “Making people
aware of it — whatever your
current persuasion — is prob-
ably a good thing.”

Hawkins said that thou-
sands of years ago, American
Indians drew petroglyphs of
the sun in the caves above
what is now the lab. In a way,
that artwork foretold what the
lab did. ?

“At Los Alamos, we created
a sun,” he said. “There are a lot
of tie-ins that need to be rec-
ognized. This would help do
th.a ”

Person  says nuclear
weapons scare him. The ob-
jective isn’t to glorify them but
to bring the subject up for dis-
cussion in an artistic way, he
said.

“T'll never understand what
it’s like to live in a world where
there isn’t such a thing as nu-
clear weapons,” Person said. “I
remember learning about
them in school, and I was ter-
ri-ﬁ ."

Part of his motivation to
build the balloon came after a
visit to Trinity Site in White
Sands, where the first atomic
bomb was tested.

Person said he was surprised
by “the sense of power and
mystique on a site that’s essen-
tially nothing.”

“It’s the one thing in the last
60 years that’s really changed
everyone’s lives,” he said.




