ROBERT MAPPLETHORPE
MICHAEL SAYLES




April 13 – June 23, 2012



xavierlaboulbenne is pleased to present an exhibition of Robert Mapplethorpe and Michael Sayles.

This exhibition focuses on the formal elements of both artists’ works, irrespective of their sexuality.  What both Mapplethorpe and Sayles share is a passion for precision, perfect lines rendering form, which is then heightened by severe contrast.  Ultimately, it is the use of black and white, light and dark, which addresses both the influence and tension of the late American photographer on the large format graphite drawings on paper by the English artist living and working in Berlin. 

Organized in collaboration with the Robert Mapplethorpe Foundation, the juxtaposition brings face to face eight selected photographs rarely exhibited  - and for some subjects, out of the known taxonomy of S&M, black bodies, flowers, children, or portraits - with eight drawings by Michael Sayles based on ethnological iconography morphed with contemporary fetish objects. 

The gallery is open from Wednesday to Saturday, from 2 to 6 pm, during the length of the exhibition.



XAVIERLABOULBENNE SCHOENLEINSTRASSE 5 10967 BERLIN 49(0)15773898772 www.xavierlaboulbenne.com


Nigehorpe snd Mol Syles o

Piere by v ot Uiy 4 e f Mk

O i e R Ml Fasmdti
Rk i T chlde o ot VR i

The s e rm Wednsdy Sy, o 3106 drios
el e s




