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Robert Mapplethorpe

Curator: Marilena V. Karra

1 November 2011 – 15 February 2012

The LEGENDARY photographer of the American avant-garde scene

in Greece for the first time, at the Onassis Cultural Centre.

After Mapplethorpe, the art of photography would never be the same again. 

The Onassis Cultural Centre presents the first exhibition in Greece dedicated to the American photographer, Robert Mapplethorpe (1946-1989). The show is being staged in collaboration with the Robert Mapplethorpe Foundation in New York, and is curated by the art historian and head of the Centre’s Visual Arts Department, Marilena V. Karra. The show opens on 1 November 2011 and continues until 15 February 2012.

The exhibition, which brings together over 100 works on loan from the Robert Mapplethorpe Foundation, attempts to illuminate the quality, wide-ranging subject matter and value of the photographer’s oeuvre. The works are arranged around the general concepts of male and female, not in the sense of sexual identity, but rather of the artist’s handling of the beauty, harmony and vigour of the human body in its female and male versions, which serves to ‘merge’ the genders into a humanistic depiction of absolute Beauty and incomparable verve and vitality. Most of the works are in black and white, the medium in which Mapplethorpe made his name, though occasional colour shots are also included. 
The eroticism of Mapplethorpe’s works is as convincing in his flowers and interiors as it is in his self-portraits and portraits of famous and everyday people, of children, models, men and women of the day and the night, respectable ladies and gentlemen, athletes or dancers, intellectuals, artists or simply his lovers, paid or otherwise.

The exhibition will allow visitors to acquaint themselves better with an artist who symbolized his era. His works document a freewheeling period of sexual self-determination which was brought to an abrupt end by the onset of AIDS (which would also take Mapplethorpe’s life), ushering in a period of withdrawn introspection. Mapplethorpe’s works contain and foreshadow the end of this era.
Mapplethorpe’s art is sincere and draws on experience. It references the ‘who’ of human existence, while posing questions about the concept of identity, gender and the multiple roles and structures of a starkly stratified society. The show seeks to spotlight the searing sensitivity and unbridled sensuality that imbues his works. Even his most extreme photographs reveal a Pain as much of the body as the soul.
The photographs in the exhibition trace the career of an artist who never stopped growing and experimenting with content and form.

The exhibition is accompanied by a bilingual catalogue containing both black and white and colour illustrations.

	Robert Mapplethorpe on his own work:

“I see things like they've never been seen before. Art is an accurate statement of the time in which it is made.”

“I went into photography because it seemed like the perfect vehicle for commenting on the madness of today's existence.”
“I would never have done what I'd done if I'd considered my father as somebody I wanted to please.”
“I'm looking for the unexpected. I'm looking for things I've never seen before.”

“When I work, and in my art, I hold hands with God.”



***

An educational programme for school groups (students aged 13-18) will be staged in tandem with the exhibition. The programme includes a tour of the exhibition, and also offers participants the opportunity to explore the extensions of Mapplethorpe’s work by analyzing the photographic techniques used and taking their own photographs of people and objects. The programme is experiential in nature and can be adapted to the age of the participants and the dynamic of a particular group. Places can be booked by e-mail (education@sgt.gr) or by phone: Myrto Lavda, the Head of the Educational Programmes Department, can be reached on 2130178034.                                                                            
***

Curated and designed by Marilena V. Karra
Alexander S. Onassis exhibition hall
Dates: 1 November 2011 – 15 February 2012
Days & Times: Monday-Friday, 12:00-21:00 

Price: €8, concessions €4 
Tickets can be purchased from the Onassis Cultural Centre box office.

Box office:
ONASSIS CULTURAL CENTRE 
Syngrou Avenue 107-109 
Opening hours: Mon-Fri: 12:00-21:00
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Art-work insurance sponsor: 
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Communication sponsors: 


                


          [image: image7.jpg]



 
        [image: image9.jpg]in@[ife.gr



  

 
            
            [image: image12.jpg]BHMAFM

99,5
—}élisTA NEA Sty



         

With the support of
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For further information: www.sgt.gr, press@sgt.gr 

