
 
 
 
 

Lee Ufan 
 b. 1936, Kyongsangnamdo, South Korea 
 

 
Educat ion 
 
 
1956 Seoul National University, moved to Japan 
1961 Nihon Univerity, Philosophy 
1973-91 Professor at Tama University  
2001 Awarded Praemium Imperiale in painting by Japan Art Association 
  
 
Solo Exhibit ions 
 
 
1967 Sato Gallery, Tokyo 
 
1970  Tamura Gallery, Tokyo 
 
1972 Myong-Dong Gallery, Seoul 
 
1973 Tokyo Gallery, Tokyo 
 
1974  Tamara Gallery, Tokyo 
 
1975 Galerie Eric Fabre, Paris 
 
1976  Gallerie m,  Bochum, Germany 
 Spectrum Gallery, Antwerp,  Belgium (Exh. cat.) 
 
1977 Tokyo Gallery, Tokyo 
 Galerie Eric Fabre, Paris 
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1994 The National Museum of Contemporary Art, Seoul 
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 Galerie de Paris, Paris 
 Stadtisches Museum, Leverkusen 
 
1996 Tokyo Gallery, Tokyo 
 Lisson Gallery, London   
 
1997 Gallery Hyundai, Seoul,  
 Jeu de Paume, Paris  



 
 
1998 Stadtisches Museum, Stadel, Frankfurt 
1999 Tokyo Gallery, Tokyo 
 Liliane & Michel Durand - Dessert, Paris 
 
2000 Galerie m, Bochum 
 
2001  Kunstmusum Bonn, Bonn 
 
2002 SCAI the Bathhouse, Shiraishi Contemporary Art Inc; Tokyo, Japan 
 
2003 Samsung Museum of Modern Art, Seoul, Korea 

Ho-Am Art Gallery, Seoul 
Rodin Gallery, Seoul 

                   Correspondance, Lisson Gallery, London 
 
2004   Lisson Gallery, London 

Espace d’Art Contemporain Fernet Branca, Saint Louis 
Moderato cantabile, Lee Ufan, simon Callery, Nishikawa, Galerie Philippe Casini,  

 
2005   Lee Ufan; The Art of Margins, Yokohama Museum of Art  
 Exposition Lee Ufan, Musee D’Art Moderne de Saint-Etienne Metropole, 
2006 Lee Ufan Silence, Galerie m Bochum’ Bochum 
 Lee Ufan, Galerie Micheline Szajcer, Antwerp 

Lee Ufan, Galerie Nächst St. Stephan Rosemarie Schwarzwälder, Vienna 
 
2007 Galerie Nachst St. Stephan Rosemarie Schwarzwalder  

Lee Ufan, Resonance, Palazzo Palumbo Fossati, San Marco 2597, 30124 Venice 
 SCAI the Bathhouse, Shiraishi Contemporary Art Inc., Tokyo, Japan 
 
2008  Lee Ufan A Dialogue, Museum fur Asiatische Kunst, Berlin 

Lee Ufan, Royal Museums of Fine Arts of Belgium, Brussels 
Lee Ufan, Lisson Gallery, London 
Lee Ufan, Pace Wildenstein, New York 
 

2009  Kunstverein Lippstadt 
 

2011 Lee Ufan: Marking Infinity, Guggenheim Museum, New York 
Painting and Sculpture, Galerie Thaddaeus Ropac, Salzburg 
Lee U-Fan - gallery A-zone, Okayama 
Lee Ufan, SCAI the Bathhouse, Tokyo 
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1968 Contemporary Art of Korea, The National Museum of Modern Art, Tokyo 
 
1969 São Paulo Biennale, São Paulo, Brazil (Exh. cat.) 
 5th International Young Artists Exhibition, Japan Culture Forum, Tokyo.   
 The 5th Contemporary Art Exhibition of Japan, Tokyo Metropolitan Art Museum, 

Tokyo 
 Trends in Contemporary Art, The National Museum of Modern Art,  Kyoto, Japan 
 
1970 Aspects of New Japanese Art, The National Museum of Modern Art, Tokyo 



 
 
1971 7th Paris Biennale, Paris (Exh. cat.) 
 
1973 11th Contemporary Art Exhibition: A Retrospective 20 Years of Contemporary 

Japanese Art, Tokyo and Kyoto, Japan 
 São Paolo Biennale, Brazil (Exh. cat.)   
 
1974 Japan Traditional Gegenwart,  Stadtische Kunsthalle, Düsseldorf, Germany 
 
1975 3rd Triennale India, National Academy of Art, India 
 
1976 International Painting Fair, Cagnes sur Mer, France  
 
1977 Documenta VI,  Kassel, Germany (Exh. cat.) 
 13th Contemporary Art Exhibition of Japan, The National Museum of Modern Art, 
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 6th Brussels International Art Fair, Brussels, Belgium (Exh. cat.). 
 Focus 78, Centre Culturel du Marais, Paris, France (Exh. cat.).  
 
1979 11th International Biennale Exhibition of Prints, The National Museum of 

Modern Art, Kyoto, Japan 
 First Henry Moore Grand Prize Exhibition, Hakone Open-Air Museum, 

Kanagawa, Japan 
 
1980 Skulptur im 20 Jhrhundert, Basel, Switzerland (Exh. cat.). 
 Japan Kalojdoskop, Sweden (Exh. cat.). 
 
1982 Meister der Zeichnung”, Kunsthalle Nürnberg, Germany (Exh. cat.). 
 Material gets Art, National Gallerie, Berlin, Germany (Exh. cat.). 
 Japanese Contemporary Art Exhibition, Camden Arts Center, London (exh. cat.) 
 
1983 ARS 83, Helsinski, Finland. 
 M. Kawabata, Lee Ufan and Y. Saito Exhibition, Juda Rowan Gallery, London 

(Exh. cat.). 
 
1984 Wiesbaderner  Skulpturentage,Wiesbaden, Germany (Exh. cat.). 
 
1985 40 Years of Japanese Contemporary Art, Tokyo, Japan.(Exh. cat.) 
 
1986 Seoul-Paris, Centre Natoional des Arts Plastiques, Paris, France (Exh. cat.). 
 Mono-Ha, Kamakura Gallery, Tokyo, Japan. 
 Contemporary Japanese Calligraphy and Painting, Galerie Nationale de Prague 

(Exh. cat.). 
 
1986-7 Le Japon des Avants-Gardes, Centre Georges Pompidou, Paris (Exh. cat.). 
 
1987 Mono-Ha  and Post-Mono-Ha,  The Seibu Museum of Art, Tokyo, Japan 
 Painting 1977-87, The National Museum of Art, Osaka, Japan. 
 
1988 Monoha, Museo Labatorio di Arte Contemporanea, Rome, Italy. 
 Symposium of Olympic Sculpture, Seoul, Korea (Exh. cat.). 



 
 
1989 Croisement de Signes, Institut du Monde Arabe, Paris, France ( Exh. cat.). 
 Biennale Middleheim Japan, Middleheim Open-Air Museum, Antwerp, Belgium 

(Exh. cat.). 
 Japan 1989, Museum van Hedendaagse Kunst, Gent, Belgium. 
 Effets de Miroirs, Bibliotheque Louis Aragon, Ile-de-France, Choisy, France (Exh. 

cat.). 
 
1990 Blau, Heidelberger Kunstverein, Heidelberg, Germany (Exh. cat.). 
 Minimal Art, The National Museum of Art, Osaka, Japan. 
 
1991-2 Aspects of Contemporary Japanese Art, The Santa Monica Museum of Art,  
 Santa Monica, California. (travelled to The Portland Art Museum, Oregon Art 

Institute, Oregon; Museo Rufino Tamayo, Mexico City Contemporary Art 
Center, New Orleans, Louisiana, USA.), (Exh. cat.) 

 
1992 Contemporary Art from Korea, Tate Gallery, Liverpool, England (Exh. cat.). 
 7 artists of Japan, Nagoya City Art Museum, Nagoya, Japan. 
 Avanguardie Giapponesi degli anni 70, Galleria d’ Arte Moderna, Bologna, Italy 

(Exh. cat.). 
 Anschitssachen, Gallery m Bochum, Germany (Exh. cat.) 
 
1993 Spiritual in Art, Fukuyama Museum of Art, Hiroshima,Japan. 
 
1994 Japanese Art after 1945, Scream against the ski, Yokohama Museum of Art, Japan 
 Japanese Contemporary Art, Guggenheim’s Soho Museum, New York. 
 
1995 Asiana, Venezia, Italy. 
 
1996 Japon 1970, Mono-Ha, Musee d’ Art Moderne, France. 
 
1997 Jeu de Paume, Paris 
 
1998 SARAJEBO 2000, Museum Moderne Kunst Stiftung Ludwig, Wien, Austria  
  
1999 Kunstwelten im Dialog, Museum Ludwig, Koln, Germany 
 
2000 3rd Kwangju Biennale, Korea 
 Shanghai Biennale, Shanghai, China  
 
2001 Mono-ha - school of things, Kettle’s Yard, Cambridge & Newlyn Art Gallery 
 Century City, Tate Modern Gallery, London 
 Contemporary Art of Japan, Kroller Muller Museum, Netherlands  
 Le Tribu dell Arte, Galleria d’Arte Moderna e Contemporanea, Rome 
 
2002 The Asia Pacific Triennale IV, Queensland Art Gallery, Brisbane 
 Les années 70: l’art en cause, Musée d’art contemporain Entrepôt, Bordeaux, France 
 
2003 Happiness, Mori Art Museum, Tokyo, Japan 
 
2005 (In) Visible/ // (In) Corporeo, Museo d’Arte Provincia di Nuoro 
 
2006 Motion on Paper, Ben Brown Fine Arts, London 
 Summertime, Galerie m. Bochum  



 
 La Force de l’Art, Grand Palais, Paris 
 
2007 Auf der 52. Biennale Venedig 
 Lee Ufan ‘Resonance’ im Palazzo Palumbo Fossati, Fondazion Mudima  
 Void in Korean Art, Leeum, Samsung Museum of Art, Seoul 
   Selections from the Hara Museum´s Permanent Collection, Hara Museum of 

Contemporary Art, Tokyo 
   What is Mono-ha?, BTAP (Beijing Tokyo Art Projects), Beijing 
   Elastic Taboos, Koreanische Kunst der Gegenwart, Kunsthalle Wien (Museumsquartier), 

Vienna 
 
2009  In-finitum, Museo Fortuny, Venice 
 Boule to Braid, Lisson Gallery, London 
 Four Stories : Paths to Japanese Modern Art, Kawamura Memorial Museum of Art, 

Chiba 
 Lisson Presents 5, Lisson Gallery, London 
 
2010  Personal Structures | Time - Space – Existence, Künstlerhaus Palais Thurn & Taxis 

BV:BKV, Bregenz 
Painting, Process and Expansion, Museum Moderner Kunst Stiftung Ludwig, 
MUMOK , Vienna 
 

2011  Shelter, Peter Freeman, Inc., New York City 
Personal Structures - 54. Biennale di Venezia, Palazzo Bembo, Venice 
The World Belongs to You, Palazzo Grassi - Francois Pinault Foundation, Venice 
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