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Jim Butler works with forms of everyday displacements and enlargements in his paintings. David Ebony writes in Art in America 
"He chooses an object usually a cheap toy or a piece of trash picked up off the street. Using traditional methods of oil painting 
on primed canvas and relying only on his powers of observation, without the help of photographs or grids, Butler carefully 
transposes the subject into two dimensions. While faithfully rendering, the objects are transformed by the artist’s subtle 
inflections of light, shade and composition. The results are quirky, intense images that seem removed from conventional still-life 
painting. Butler isolates and centres each image, surrounding it with a hazy border of bright white. Painted shadows suggest 
sculptural depth, but it is hard to say where and how the objects are grounded. At times they seem to glow in an otherworldy 
ether. With tongue in cheek, he seems to elevate his abject subject matter to the level of icon".  
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Born 1956 in Boston, USA. Lives and works in New York. 
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M.F.A Indiana University, Bloomington  
 
1979  
Skowhegan School of Painting and Sculpture  
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B.F.A Rhode Island School of Design  
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Yale Norfolk Summer School of Painting and Music  
 
1981 - present 
Professor at Middlebury College, Vermont 
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