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An exhibition of abstract paintings by New York painter John Zinsser will be on view at Graham Gallery from November 11th, 2010 through January 1st, 2011.  An opening reception will be held on Thursday November 11th from 6 to 8 pm. 
Zinsser’s current exhibition of recent paintings follows his installation of drawings in our main gallery “Art Dealer Archipelago” which exposed the hierarchy and mainframe of the New York gallery scene.  Zinsser’s new paintings put the skin back on while simultaneously deconstructing and redefining iconic artistic antecedents. In his two toned canvases Zinsser pulls apart and repositions elements of composition putting them literally in relief.  Through this process he brings to light the ongoing dialogue they have with the past; pulling the past into the future.

Zinsser describes his concerns in this new series of work “I am foremost concerned with “frontalizing” the physical paint “image.” However, despite this definition, the paintings are not classically minimalist in nature. They do not ask the viewer to respond to them as “literal objects.” Always, a perceived background spatial experience is allowed and encouraged—the ultimate affect of uninflected color as “retinal” atmosphere.

Just as Warhol re-defined painting for me and others, so did Donald Judd, with his conception of the “specific object.”
 This was, naturally, a critique of the inherent “illusionism” of painting surfaces, but, more, a liberating release from that historical primary objective of oil paint.

For more information and images, please contact 
Priscilla Vail Caldwell, Pcaldwell@jamesgrahamandsons.com 

� Title of important Judd essay, originally published, Arts Yearbook 8, 1965.





