GRAHAM

me0Lit

: returned to the United
| States, he had begun to
\ developa pictorial

PHOTOGRAPHS (FROM TOPE COURTEST MARMARE BLE SN mtab | s

WA elg g '™

JUNE 2-8, 2011 ISSUE 815 $4.99 TIMEOUTNEWYORK.COM

Edited by Howard Halle » art@timeoutny.com

Kimber Smith, “Paintings

and Works on Paper”

James Graham & Sons, through
June 30 (see Uptown)

Anexhibition of the work of Kimber
Smith (1922-1981) occasions a
renewed interest in his paintings of
the 1960s and '70s. Too odd and too
unfinished-looking to garner Smith
much attentionat the time, they now
seem very much of the moment.

Smith spent much of his early career
in Paris, part of a community of

' expatriate American artists that

included second-generation Abstract
xpressionists Joan Mitchell, Sam

Francisand Shirley
Jaffe. By the time he

socabulary of simple
shapes—blobs,
irangles, diamonds
md arcs—based on
real-world things: the
spire ona church, the
feyson hisson's piano,
therosesin his garden.
; Intwoof the earliest
{ nvases in this
| sow—abstractions

from 1964 that look like off-kilter Paul
Feeleys—these shapes take solid,
totemic form. But by the 1970s, they
begin to be rendered inacruder fashion,
more drawn than painted. Deployed
across expanses of barepaper or
canvas, they settle into uneasy
alliances. Inone composition, three
awkwardly linked red and pink
diamonds drop intoa roiling sea of
more pink; inarelated gouache, two
black diamonds jostleastring of black
blobs. As the decade progressed,
Smith's approach became ever more
improvisatory, as in Back from GH
(1979), a stack of rectangles suspended
over adancing line of inverted vees,
surrounded by a portallike oval.
Smith's late
paintings anticipate,
among other things,
Mary Heilmann's laid-
back geometriesand
Chris Martin's eccentric
abstraction. Whether
they areappealing
simply because of their
currency or because
the times haveat last
caughtup tothem
remains to be seen.
I'm putting my
money on the latter,
—Anne Doran
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