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* JOE FYFE: PAINTINGS 2004-2007 Made
with acrylic, crayon and sundry appli~
quéd fabrics on rough-grained burlap,
these weirdly tactile, quietly opulent
paintings evoke the history of Modernist
painting with wit and homey craft. Motifs
familiar from the art of Barnett New-
man, Paul Feeley and Robert Mother-
well, as well as more generic riffs, seem
weirdly magnified, even brutal. The
sharper palette of Color Field and the for-
mal reticence of Mirnimalism are de-
ployed. Like the more fashionable paint-
er Sergei Jensen, Mr. Fyfe makes the ar-
gument that there is more than one way
to be pictorial, but with greater delibera-
tion and visual rewards. The problem is
that beyond their engaging physicality
and intelligence; these works often stay
too close to their sources, which makes
‘them feel cautious. J G Contemporary,
1014 Madison Avenue, at 78th Street,
(212) 535-5767, jamesgrahamandsons
.com; closes tomorrow. (Smith)
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