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Alex Katz

Give Me Tomorrow

at Tate St lves

by Sara Rodrigues

Through the curved glass windows of Tate St Ives you can

see the famous Cornwall beaches where young and vigorous
surfers ride the fresh, turquoise ocean. Seascapes, sunglasses,
hats, friends and family holidays also feature prominently on
Alex Katz’s canvases, which hang coolly inside the museum
walls. Painted at his sunny retreat in Lincolnville, Maine from
the 50s onwards, these scenes at first seem superficial in
their appearance, portraying Katz’s world of high bohemia
and aestheticised Lifestyle.

Katz brilliantly merged the depth of figurative painting with
the vibrant surfaces of Pollock’s and De Kooning’s emerging
Abstract Expressionism. Taking the medium’s directness, he
defied tradition, stripping representation down to its bare
minimum. Flat and devoid of much content, the images
presented to us are highly coloured and stylised. Serving not
only as a stepping-stone to Pop Art and Andy Warhol, Katz’s
influence on design continues today in graphic billboards and
designers’ adverts.
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