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Huma Bhabha, Untitled, 2011. Image courtesy of the artist and Salon 94, New York.

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
November 7, 2011

THE ASPEN ART MUSEUM PRESENTS AN EXHIBITION OF THE LARGE-SCALE,
PHOTO-BASED WORK OF ARTIST HUMA BHABHA

On View from Thursday, December 8, 2011, through Sunday, February 5, 2012

ASPEN, COLORADO—The Aspen Art Museum presents an exhibition of large-scale, photo-
based works from 2010 and 2011 by artist Huma Bhabha, on view from Thursday, December 8,
2011, through Sunday, February 5, 2012.



Huma Bhabha is well known for her visceral, assemblage-based sculptures. Built of cast-off
materials, Bhabha’s sculptures are figurative, often taking the form of conventional classical
genres like portrait busts and drawn from an eclectic range of influences and art-historical
references ranging from classical and African sculpture to the works of modernists like Picasso,
Brancusi, and Giacometti. The sculptures also recall elements of the dystopic pop cultural
visions of science fiction writers like Philip K. Dick and J.G. Ballard.

Bhabha’s Aspen Art Museum exhibition focuses exclusively on a series of large-scale, painted
and collaged photographs. Beginning with photographs she has taken of desolate landscapes
and abandoned construction sites in disparate locations, Bhabha layers hallucinatory streaks of
ink in saturated colors and sharp, gestural figuration that lend the works the same spontaneity
and raw materiality as her sculptures. Often combining figuration and landscape, Bhabha offers
the viewer a state of ruin that is neither past, present, nor future. The materials within the work
allude both to decay and trauma while connoting reuse and rebirth through the creative process.

Huma Bhabha was born in 1962 in Karachi, Pakistan, and currently lives and works in Poughkeepsie, New York.
Recently, she was included in the 2010 Whitney Biennial and participated in an exhibition of sculpture at City Hall
Park in New York organized by the Public Art Fund. In 2008 she participated in the 7th Gwangju Biennale in
Gwangiju, Korea, and received the Aldrich Contemporary Art Museum Emerging Artist Award. Her work has been
widely exhibited internationally, including in group exhibitions at the Stedelijk Museum, Amsterdam; S.M.A.K., Ghent,
Belgium; MoMA PS1, New York; Royal Academy of Arts, London; New Museum of Contemporary Art, New York;
Yerba Buena Center for the Arts, San Francisco; and Arena Mexico Arte Contemporaneo in Guadalajara, Mexico.

This exhibition is funded in part by the AAM National Council. General exhibition support is provided by The Andy
Warhol Foundation for the Visual Arts. Exhibition lectures are presented as part of the Questrom Lecture Series.

The Aspen Art Museum is a noncollecting institution presenting the newest, most important evolutions in
international contemporary art. Our innovative and timely exhibitions, education and public programs,
immersive activities, and community happenings actively engage audiences in thought-provoking
experiences of art, culture, and society.

OPENING EVENTS: There will be a free, public, opening reception at 6 p.m. on Thursday,
December 8, 2011.

PUBLIC PROGRAMS:

Thursday, December 22, 5 p.m.

A members-only gallery conversation with artist Huma Bhabha and AAM Director and Chief Curator Heidi
Zuckerman Jacobson.

Thursday, January 12, 6 p.m.
Soup’s On, a special first night of Winterskdl event and Soupskdl preview, and for | Don’t Get lt—a no-
questions-barred conversation about the exhibition Huma Bhabha with other community members and
Aspen Art Museum curators.

AAM MUSEUM HOURS:

Tuesday - Saturday, 10:00 a.m. — 6:00 p.m.; Thursdays 10:00 a.m. — 7:00 p.m.
Sunday, noon to 6:00 p.m.

Closed Mondays and major holidays

AAM ADMISSION IS FREE courtesy of John and Amy Phelan
Visit the AAM online: www.aspenartmuseum.org




MEDIA CONTACT:
Meg Blackburn
FITZ& CO
212-627-1455 ext. 225
meg@fitzandco.com
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