CONNERSMITH.

March 26, 2014

KATIE MILLER: Enduring
AGNIET SNOEP: Alive and Present

April 12 — May 31, 2014
-3 artist’s talk: Saturday, April 12™: 5pm
-3 opening reception: Saturday, April 12th: 6-8pm

CONNERSMITH 1s PLEASED TO PRESENT KATIE MILLER’S SECOND SOLO EXHIBITION WITH THE GALLERY.
“ENDURING” FEATURES A NEW SERIES OF PORTRAITS PAINTED IN OIL ON WOOD PANEL. MILLER’S WORKS HAVE BEEN
LIKENED TO THOSE OF JOHN CURRIN AND LISA YUSKAVAGE, YET HER LATEST PAINTINGS ENGAGE MORE DEEPLY WITH
THE MASTER WORKS OF HANS MEMLING, TITIAN, AND BRONZINO.

IN THESE PAINTINGS MILLER DEPICTS CHILDREN IN BRILLIANT COLORS AND ASTONISHING DETAIL. SITUATING LIVE
MODELS IN HISTORICALLY INSPIRED POSES, THE ARTIST RENDERS BREATHTAKING VISIONS OF CONTEMPORARY
YOUTHFULNESS WITHIN TIMELESS CONTEXTS. MILLER’S BUST- AND HALF-LENGTH PORTRAITS OF PREADOLESCENT
GIRLS AND BOYS RECALL CANONICAL PORTRAYALS OF RULERS AND ARISTOCRATS. HER LARGER, FULL-LENGTH
PORTRAITS SECULARIZE THE VERTICAL ENERGY OF RESURRECTION AND ASSUMPTION SCENES IN RENAISSANCE
ALTARPIECES. NUANCED EMOTIONS IN THE CHILDREN’S FACES INTENSIFY THE POWER AND MYSTERY INHERENT IN THE
PAINTINGS’ COMPOSITIONS.

MILLER AUGMENTS HER YOUNG SUBJECTS WITH TRENDY ACCESSORIES - TOYS, BEADS, COSTUMES, AND ELECTRONIC
GADGETS. THESE COMMON TRAPPINGS OF THE HYPER-PRESENT PROVOKE THE HIERARCHICAL FORMATS OF THE PAST,
EMPHASIZING THAT “ENDURING” MEANS BOTH LONG LASTING AND ABLE TO WITHSTAND DURESS. MILLER DRAWS
FROM AN AGE-OLD ARTISTIC TRADITION TO CREATE IMAGERY THAT ALLUDES TO PRESSURES EXPERIENCED BY PRESENT-
DAY YOUTH. HER FINE BRUSHWORK PRODUCES SMOOTH, GEMLIKE SURFACES. SUBTLE EXPRESSIONS OF SELF-
AWARENESS REVEAL EACH CHILD’S STATE OF TRANSITION FROM CHILDHOOD TO ADULTHOOD. THE MODELS’
DISPOSITIONS AND ADORNMENTS SUGGEST THAT CHILDREN CURRENTLY FACE CHALLENGES SUCH AS SOCIAL ISSUES,
GENDER EXPECTATIONS, POWER STRUGGLES, AND TECHNOLOGICAL ABSORPTION. IF, AS THEY ENDURE THESE
PRESSURES, BOYS AND GIRLS BECOME MORE KNOWING, THEY MAY ALSO BECOME HARDENED, LIKE THE ALLURING,
IMPERMEABLE PIGMENTS IN WHICH THE ARTIST PORTRAYED THEM.

KATIE MILLER’S WORKS ARE IN THE FOLLOWING COLLECTIONS: THE RUBELL FAMILY COLLECTION, MiIAMI; 21C
Museum, LouisVILLE; OGNIBENE COLLECTION, WASHINGTON, DC; AMONG OTHERS.

CONNERSMITH 1s ALSO PLEASED TO PRESENTAGNIET SNOEP’S “ALIVE AND PRESENT.” THE DUTCH ARTIST’S
FIRST U.S. SOLO EXHIBITION FEATURES A RECENT SERIES OF PHOTOGRAPHS INSPIRED BY THE STILL LIFE TRADITION IN
THE GOLDEN AGE OF DUTCH PAINTING.

SNOEP’S PICTURES ARE STUNNINGLY BEAUTIFUL, UNCOMPROMISINGLY DETAILED, AND PROVOCATIVELY STRANGE.
EACH PHOTOGRAPH DEPICTS A FASCINATING ARRANGEMENT OF ORGANIC OBJECTS AND METICULOUSLY PRESERVED
CREATURES STAGED AGAINST DARK BACKGROUNDS. INSECTS, SMALL REPTILES, BIRDS AND MAMMALS, EXOTIC
FLOWERS, FRUITS, SHELLS, AND MARINE ORGANISMS APPEAR IN VARIED COLORS, SHAPES, TEXTURES AND DEGREES OF
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LUMINOSITY IN SNOEP’S CAPTIVATING IMAGES, WHICH RECALL SPECIMENS FOUND IN RENAISSANCE COLLECTORS’
CABINETS.

THE ARTIST DEPLOYS STILL LIFE TO EXPLORE MEANINGS THAT ARISE FROM NEW PICTORIAL ASSOCIATIONS. SNOEP
ASSERTS, “I’M NOT A STILL LIFE PHOTOGRAPHER. | USE THE GENRE TO EXPRESS MY THEME.” HER POSITION HAS
PROFOUND PERSONAL AND CULTURAL RESONANCES. SHE DRAWS INSPIRATION FROM THE WORK OF HER
SEVENTEENTH-CENTURY ANCESTOR, AMBROSIUS BOSSCHAERT, PARTICULARLY FROM “DEAD FROG WITH FLIES,” A
PAINTING HE MADE IN HOLLAND AROUND 1630, NOW IN THE FONDATION CUSTODIA (FRITS LUGT) IN PARIS. THE DUTCH
AUTHOR, F. BORDEWIJK, SAW BOSSCHAERT’S WORK IN 1935 AND WROTE, “THE MACABRE IMPRESSION OF THE
PRESENT IS IMMEDIATELY INTENSIFIED BY THE SINISTER OF WHAT IS COMING. SO IT DOESN’T SHOW THE EXCESS OF
THE HORRIBLE, BUT LEAVES ROOM FOR THE IMAGINATION OF THE VIEWER.” SNOEP EXPLAINS, “| RECOGNIZED, IN
THE PERFECTLY PAINTED FLIES AND (BORDEWIJK’S) DESCRIPTION, MY OWN INSPIRATION FOR THE USE OF INSECTS
IN MY WORK. THIS WAS THE REASON TO GIVE INSECTS MEANING IN THE TRADITION OF DUTCH STILL LIFE.”

THE INTIMATE DISPLAYS OF CURIOSITIES IN SNOEP’S WORKS SEDUCE VIEWERS’ IMAGINATIONS BEYOND THE MATERIAL
SURFACES SHE PHOTOGRAPHS. CREATING PSYCHOLOGICAL TENSIONS AND OPENING POSSIBILITIES FOR PERSONAL
INTERPRETATIONS, THE ARTIST SUBVERTS THE APPARENT OBJECTIVITY OF THE CAMERA’S LENS.

AGNIET SNOEP’S WORKS HAVE BEEN EXHIBITED IN THE MUSEE VODOU, STRASBOURG, FRANCE; ARTI ET AMICITIAE,

AMSTERDAM AND STEDELIJK MUSEUM; AMSTERDAM, THE NETHERLANDS.

The artists will speak on their work Saturday, April 12" at 5pm sharp.
There will be an opening night reception at CONNERSMITH. on Saturday, April 12th from 6 to 8pm.
Artists in attendance.

For further information or images, please contact the Gallery @ 202-588-8750 | info@connersmith.us.com

CONNERSMITH. is located at 1358 Florida Avenue, NE —Washington, DC 20002 in the Historic Atlas/H Street
Area. Gallery hours are Wednesday - Saturday 10am - spm and by appointment.
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