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Artist Anita Dube
makes her point at
Newark exhibition

Last September, when an exhibi-
tion on India opensd at New
Jersey's Nownrk Museum, one of
the pi that drew acclaim was
a video — Kisgg-e-Noor Moho-
mmed (Garam Howa)l — by
Anila Dube.

It featured Noor Mohammed, 2
middle-aged Muslim man, whe
transforms during the course of a
monologue  from an  affable
narrator of his life's evenis io
an aggressive fundamentalist.
The performer was Dube in dis-

guise,

An exhibition of the Delhi-
based artist’s recent  works
opened al the Bose Pacia gallery
in Chelses, New York, May 15
One of the three sections,
Phuantonts of Liberty, is a suite of
eight seulptursl eompositions.

re is an armoire full of cam-
ouflage clothes, shoes and tics,
and a earriage with househokd
fixtures wrapped in the same
material,

The theme extends outside,
where a series of phatographs of
worids molkled from raw meat ane
displayed. The third section is a
ax ncu!pnue spelling out the
word “void.

“What [ am uﬁummqthu
war is not ppening on the
hurﬂd’:]-d Dube says, "it is
= In Phantoms aof
mw brought war to the
place expected — the home,
which is meant to be a sanctaary,

a happy space.

By using camouflage fabric, the
artist is also attempling to convey
chaos. “When vou have the back-
ground and the foreground of the
same material, everything: ean-
cels out,” she says. She points toa
painting in the collection. “When
you lsak from afar, you don't see
anything.” There's a nothingnes:
she is conveying. That theme

stretches into Vidd, the large wax
sculpture that one sees on enter-
ing the gallery.

About using mest s a medium,
Dubse says il was an attemp? to
gather two entities not spoken of
in the same breath. One is meat,
or flesh, which conveys rusticity,
and the other is language, whicl
conveys civilization. “The only
way for flesh to be liberated is by
udmtu.ndm; and it becoming
language,” she says.

Dube studied art eriticism ot
the Faculty of Fine Arts, M §
University, Baroda. Phantons of
Liberty first appeared as a solo
exhibition a1 Galerie Almine
Rech, Paris, last vear, She has
also exhibited at the Gallery SKE
in Bangalore in 2006, and at Bose
Pacin, New York, in 2005. Among.
her recent group exhibitions are
Bommbegy, Maximm City at Lille
o040, France, in 2006, Dube wis
also part of Tiger by the Tail!
Women Artists  of  [ndia
Transforming Culture, a celebra-
tion of artists from South Asia
that has been minning at New
Jersev's Rutgers University sinee

January.

At the Newark Museum exhibi-
tion, Dube was in the company of
acclaimed artists as well as
emerging talents like Shilpa
Gupta (whose work is part of the
Asia Society’s permanent collee-
tion) and Atul Bhalla,

For  Dube, Kissa-c-Noor

that she
change not only her gender but
also class and religicon. *1 consid-
er Noar my alter ego,” she says. *1
was Noor, the camen was on me;
he was tlking to the camera, so
hmns in e with me.”
er work is to be part
qfn Chrmsessak'nfmh.\am
Madern and Contemporary art in
London, June 11. The sale will
feature work by Indian masters F
N Souza and Tyeb Mehta.



