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12 by 50 1/2 inches) feels—for all its suavity of handling—only a hair’s breadth from disturbing. Crisscrossed by thin straps tied
and stapled to the surface and buried in a seductive Pompeian red, it recalls both Rauschenberg’s rumpled, paradigmatic Bed of
1955 and gritty Art Brut paintings.

One can imagine that, like heavily worked palimpsests, Hammond’s paintings hold long-lost texts deep within their densities;
bursting with corrections, emendations and punctuation, they beg, mutely, to be deciphered.

Photo: Harmony Hammond: Red Bed, 2011, oil and mixed mediums on canvas, 80 1/2 by 50 12 inches; at Dwight Hackett.



