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Last night at Alexander Gray Associates, Joshua Katcher
founder of ethical fashion house Brave GentleMan and The
Discerning Brute, a men's lifestyles website, presented an
installment of his lecture series “Fashion & Animals.”

Joshua Katcher's informative talk centered on sustainable fashion, and our obsession
with furry little creatures as pets and clothing. As a vegan and founder of a cruelty-free
men’s clothing line, he began to notice “tropes” emerging from the imagery of fashion
advertisement that paired models with cuddly furry animals, like kittens and lamb, while
wearing sumptuous furs. We love animals so much that we absolutely must be
surrounded by them, and draped in their hides.

Joshua touched on the history of fur and fashion, a King once declared (Sumptuary
legislation) that only the elite could wear fur. And in today’s status driven society, that
decree has pretty much stuck. The talk focuses on current unconscionable trends which
we’ve been conditioned to tuck away in the bottom drawer, as well as solutions to the
current crisis.

Cognitive dissonance, is the psychological prognosis says Katcher. We can’t resist the
look, feel, and smell of prized possessions. Bunnies are for Easter, and a snug little fur
coat.

Katcher is curious why lambs are the most often
used animal in these types of advertisements.
Innocence! Mary and the lamb... the Virgin! She
can do no wrong.



*The fashion realm is the perfect
example of agsthetic irrationality_ -
Irishua Katcher Fashion irmals
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