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Aicon New York is proud to present new work by Brdimodern master, Sakti Burman. For
his first solo exhibition in New York, Burman haguced a distinctive and representative
body of work created since 2006.

The dream-like art of Sakti Burman is a celebratbthe wondrous and beautiful aspects of
existence as well as a whimsical dive into thedatital. His works are not tainted by the
darker aspects of life but are pure and unaffectedicting scenes of unadulterated peace
and joy.

Burman spent his youth in India where he was smdted by the decorative traditions and
culture of his native homeland. He soaked up tlggiesite patterns of miniature paintings

and Persian carpets and revelled in the elabcgatvéls, musicians and exotic animals. The
1950s was also a time when the Indian people vesisting British rule and there was a
strong nationalist feeling uniting the country, alhiwas manifested in the art world by a
desire to develop styles with an Indian identiBy the time Burman entered the Government
College, there was a thriving Bengali School oistst and Sakti benefited from the new
enthusiasm for the visual arts in his homeland.

Burman'’s practice was equally influenced from hisveto Paris. The nihilistic mood in
France following the World Wars was captured inestyf Dada and Surrealism. Burman,
however, avoided such cynicism and despair, foguisis attentions on the idyllic domestic
scenes encountered in the colourful works of previerench masters, such as Henri Matisse
and Pierre Bonnard.

Architecture and relics encountered East and Westtly influenced Burman’s work. From
the elaborate boarders and calligraphy of Mughaluseripts to the Italian frescoes, they
helped to mould Burnam'’s individual style, in pauiar his trademark speckled paint
technique producing decorative and elaborate hues.

By the mid-1960s Burman had formed his style, wiiiak remained basically the same over
the years, becoming richer with his age and expeeieas his recent work attests.
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A fine example isMusic runs from Sky to SKR007). In this joyous image, musicians and
dancers from East and West, and from ancient tcenmotiimes, frolic together with sacred
animals. In most of Sakti's paintings the peadsatarrying a rider, but in this work the bird
unfurls his splendid speckled and colourful takeTintricate boarder around Sakti’s lovely
dappled colours recalls Mughal miniature painting.

In Artist and Model2008), Sakti created an allegory of his Frendtidn life as a painter.
Sakti painted himself sitting at his easel on ightrwearing spectacles and Western attire,
and in a mirror-image on the left he wears a trawi#tl Indian garment and sits on a peacock.
In this painting-within-a-painting Sakti has compdsan exact duplicate of the nude model
standing before him. In a nod to the French re@lisstave Courbet’s'atelier du peintre,
allégorie réelle(The Artist’s studio, a real allegory, 1855), Sdis surrounded himself with
his muses and admirers, including family membeardndian mythological figure on a horse,
a reclining classical woman and assorted chertibg. inspirational roles all his muses is
marked by colorful flowers in their hair. The amrld today is richer because, as this
allegory of painting demonstrates, Sakti Burmandrabraced two cultures and created from
them his own unique international visietis enraptured gaze.

Sakti Burman was born in Kolkata in 1935. He stddiethe Government College of Arts
and Crafts in Kolkata in 1956 and went on to statlihe Ecole Nationale des Beaux Arts
Paris. He has had solo and group shows worldwidebagn the recipient of prestigious
awards such as the Medaille d’argent au Salon detidiarency. Sakti Burman lives and
works in Paris.
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